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t .Tile House voted last night to re- 
v^tore4ts investigation into the assassi- 
.a4t^ns of President Kennedy and 
King Jr. but put it on 
jwo months* probation. 

;t^he resuscitation, approved 237 to 
gives the House Select Committee 
^Assassinations until March 31 to 
out a palatable budget and to 
;|T^ppt rules that will safeguard the 
^:^grlits of witnesses and others who 
become targets of the inquix'y. 
Henry B, Gonzalez (D-Tex.), 
was immediately named the com- 

S ee*s new chairman, said he hoped 
old a meeting today in an effort to 
fit moving again, although only “a 
. mhimum of investigative work** will 
tlSpossible in the next few weeks, 
v- jjnder the resolution adopted last 
:ftight, the committee will have to con- 
^e its spending to $84,000 a month— 
amount it incurred in December 
«^bre it went out of business under a 
of criticisms over its proposed 
^Mget and investigating techniques. 
4Jlepublicans, led by Rep, James H. 
-^Jtillen (R-Tenn.), favored killing the 
^-aihvestigation by more than 2 to 1, but 
temporary revival was fashioned 
compromise measure and had the 
®®^port of the House Democratic lead- 
j^ghip. The Democratic majority 
g^cSed for it by nearly 3 to 1. 
J^'S^eading off the opposition, Quillen 
a report yesterday morning by 
:3^ited Press International that a JUvS- 
"4ice Department study undertaken 
year had concluded that James 
j^arl Ray was King’s lone assassin in 
1968 Memphis killing. 


tions and because the Justice Depart- 
ment did not want to appear to be in- 
fluencing the House decision. 

The leak of the finding about Ray 
immediately touched off suspicions 
among supporters of the congressional 
investigation that it was an attempt 
to squelch the investigation. House 
Speaker Thomas P. (Tip) O’Neill told 
reporters that he regarded the timing 
of the leak as ‘Very unfortunate.” 

Justice Department sources dis- 
claimed responsibility and pointed out 
that classified copies of the report, 
which was completed Jan. 10, had 
been sent to Senate Judiciary Commit- 
tee Chairman James O. Eastland (D- 
Miss.), Senate InteUigence Committee 
Chairman Daniel K. Inouye (D-Hawaii) 
and House Judiciary Committee Chair- 
man Peter W. Rodino (D-N.J,). 

The sources also said that the re- 
port, -while concluding that the FBI 
conducted an adequately professional 
investigation of the King murder, 
makes plain that the bureau’s work 
had shortcomings. 


‘Tt’s not going to make anyone 
said one source familiar with 
the report. 

Rep. .Yvonne Burke (D-Calif.) pro- 
tested sharply that the Justice Depart- 
ment yesterday would not supply her 
with a copy even though she is a mem- 
ber of the House Appropriations sub- 
committee for the Justice Department 
as well as of the assassinations com- 
mittee. 

Quillen used the repoii:s about the 
study to support his contention that it 
would' be “irresponsible to re-launch 
this apparently eiTatic investigation” 
which the House initiated last fall. He 
said he saw no need “for another run 
around the mulberry bush” of either 
assassination. 

The final vote showed considerable 
erosion from the 280-to-65 tally creat- 
ing the committee last September. 

Rep. Richardson Preyer (D-N.C.), 
chairman of the subcommittee investi- 
gating the Kennedy assassination, said 
he felt one of the main reasons for 
the pronounced shift lay in the fact 


Bell Reported to Keep Antitrust Unit Chief 


Los Angeles Times 

Attorney General Griffin B. Bell 
has decided to retain Donald I, Baker 
as assistant attorney general for 
antitrust. 

Baker, 42, has advocated stiffer 
punishment for price-fixers, in tune 
with the crackdown on price-fixing 
tha: Bell endorsed during his Senate 
confirmation hearings. 

A Justice Department official famil- 
iar with Bell’s decision said the At- 


Baker, who served at Justice in var- 
ious posts from 1966-75, is now on 
leave from Cornell Law School. He 
is the only assistant attorney general 
to be retained. Bell also has decided 
to retain Peter B. Bensinger as admin- 
istrator of the Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration, at least until he decides 
whether to merge some of DEA’s 
functions into the FBI. ■ 


148-page study, commissioned 
^aat year after Senate disclosures that 
bad conducted a long under- 
cover campaign to discredit King, has 
yet to be made public, ostensibly be- 
cause of the change in administra- 


torney General mentioned no time 
frame in his discussion with Baker. 
It had been speculated within the de- 
partment that Baker would be kept 
on only until the end of the academ- 
ic year. 


In an interview last week, Baker 
said that, at the request of a lawyer 
who was working in the Carter presi- 
dential campaign, he had sent copies 
of his speeches and other public doc- 
uments to Carter’s aides in early 1975. 



that the pa.st few months have been 
one of transition, of a public mood 
that has been saying: 

“We want to put the nightmares be- 
hind us and here comes the [assassina- 
tions] committee raising all the old 
ghosts of the past.” 

Preyer maintained, however, that 
the investigation should be under- 
taken because “nothing is finally set- 
tled until it’s settled right.” 

“Only 10^ per cent of the American 
people believe the Warren Commis- 
sion report,” Preyer said. “We are not 
out to tear the nation apart, We are 
trying to restore its credibility.” 
Acknowledging that many of the 
complaints about the investigation 
have centered on chief committee 
counsel Richard A. Sprague, Preyer, 
assured congressional critics that the 
committee will delve into questions 
raised about Sprague’s background 
and judgment as a “first order of I 
business.” I 

The resolution reviving the commit- ^ 
tee was adopted after the Ifouse re- i 
jected an amendment by Rep. Del I 
Clawson (R-Calif.) to delete broad ; 
language establishing a legislative | 
purpose for the investigation and an- ^ 
other by Rep. Trent Lott (R-Miss.) to ! 
deny committee lawyers the authority 
to secure sworn statements from far- 
flung witnesses. 

The House, however, approved a ' 
clarifying amendment offered by 
House Administration Committee 
Chairman Frank Thompson Jr. (D- ^ 
N.J.) to make clear that the commit- ' 
tee was not entitled to an additional : 
30 staff members that it might have' : 
claimed. It already has a staff of 73 ; 
with a monthly payroll of $123,000; i 
many have agreed to take a voluntary ! 
pay cut until the House acts on a I 
permanent budget. ^ 



